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The EFFECTS of WAR on the POOR. 


66 f days after the debate on the king's 
meſſage, I was walking from my friena's 
houſe to the neigh ouring town to inſpe& the 
printing of the few preceding ſheets, and on my 
way joined company with two men of the village, 
who being employed by the woolſtaplers to let 
out ſpinning to the poor, had lately received 
orders to lower the price of labour. We were 
talking on this ſubject, when the exclamations of a 
groupe of poor women going to market overhear- 
ing our converſation, made an impreſſion on m 
mind, which all the eloquence of the Houſes of 
Lords and Commons cannot efface. We are to 
ce be ſconced three-pence in the ſhilling ; let others 
« work for me, I'll not. We are to be ſconced a 
fourth of our labour. What is all this for?” I 
did not dare to tell them what it was for, nor to add 
inſult to miſery | 
What was the beheading of a monarch to them? 
What is the navigation of the Scheldt to them? 
What is the freedom of a great nation to them, 
but reaſon for joy? Yet the debating only on theſe 
ſubjetts has reached their cottages. They are al- 
ready ſconeed threepence in the ſhilling. . . - ; 
What muſt be their fate, when we ſuffer under the 
moſt odious ſcourge of the human race, and the 
accumulation-of taxes takes away balt of that daily 
bread, which is ſcarce ſufficient at preſent for their 
ſupport ? 
Oh! that TI had the warning voice of an ancient 
prophet, that I might penetrate into the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of palaces, and appall the harranguers of 
ſenates: I would uſe no other language than me 
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of the poor market-women; I would cry aloud 


in the ears of the firſt magiſtrate, we are ſconced 
three-pence in the ſhilling, the fourth part of 
our labour—for what? I would addreſs my- 
ſelf to the deliberating bodies: we are ſconced 
three-pence in the ſhilling, the fourth part of our 
labours—for what ? Is there a man that could 
ſtand out againſt this eloquence?—Yes thouſands. 
Three-pence in the ſhilling for ſpinning conveys 


no ideas to them. They know not what a cottage is, 


they know not how the poor liye—how they make 
up their ſcanty meal. Perhaps there may be 
ſome one in the Houſe of Commons, whole feel. 
ings are in union with mine; communicate them 
to your colleagues, impreſs them with the horror 
attendant on their deliberations, tell them what the 
deduQtion of three-pence in the ſhilling occaſions 
among the myriads of England. And ſhould any 
grave courtier pitying the diſtreſſes of the poor, 
be anxious to relieve them, ſay to him, there is an 
ealy method: Let the firſt magiſtrarte, the peers, 
the repreſentatives of the people, the rich men 
of the nation, all who are for war, be ſconced 
one fourth part of their annual income to defray 
the expence of it. Let them be the firſt ſufferers, 
let the burden fall on them, not on the poor. 
Alas! my poor countrymen, how many years Ca- 
lamity awaits you before a fingle diſh, or glaſs 
of wine will be withdrawn from the tables of 
opulence, . | 

At this moment, perhaps, the decree is gone 
forth for war. Let others talk of glory, let others 
celebrate the heroes, who are to deluge the world 
with blood, the words of the poor market-women 
will {till reſound in my ears, we are ſconced three- 
pence in the ſhilling, one fourth of our labour 
—for what?” 
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